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INTRO Dll C T ION 

TO T H E 

Eleventh Year of thefe TRACTS 

IN thefe Ten years la ft pa ft, from March 1665, to this prefen t 
I AUcb 1675, through Gods afliftance I have publiflft Aline 
final Voluuisof Pbilofipbic.il TranfilTions ; the firfi Volum contain¬ 
ing the TranfkCtions of the jirfi and feeond of tlrofe years; And now, 
to begin a tenth Volum for the F.leventb year ( which 1 intend, 
God willing, to coled,) I apprehend it mv duty in the firR place 
gratefully to acknowledge the Ingenuous Supplies, which have been 
favourably afforded tne, both by our eminent Domefiicks within 
his AIfie files Dominions, and aifo by ForrFinns of Tome of the heft 
note. 

From our Learn’d Correfpondents from many parts we have re- 
ceived very obliging fatisfadion, ftichasdothin agoodmeafure 
anfwerour hopes and foilicitations publifhed near the end of the 
i ntroduffionof our Fourth Volum. Iff may exp refs it by a refem- 
Nance, f may fay ; Some do freely lay o.ut their ftrength and ex- 
quifite skill to unlock the Cabinets ojNature, to cleave and break 
up the hardeR rocks, and to draw forth the richeft Ores .* Others 
ace buljed in melting them down : Some in refining them, and feme 
in forming them inro dh ers kinds of necefiary or helpful Utenlils. 
Many hands and heads are bulled to fearcb into the Origin of all 
Natural Bodies that are within our Sphere, or within our Reach ; 
£ > examine the minuteft principles; and to purfue the largelt ex¬ 
tern, the general afttftions. Rates, tendencies and inclinations, the 
contents, the fev-eral kinds, the operations, and the productions 
of a! 1 the great trades of Earth, Water, and Air $ and to extort con¬ 
siderable defections from them by Fire, and by other curious devi¬ 
ces, and by Mechanical contrivances. And thefe do fucceed fo 
well, that Chymijhy , which fo longand fo lately was obfeured with 
unintelligible Cantingsand deluding Vapors, is now, in the hands 
of Worthy Philofophers, become one of the cleereR Interpreters of 
•the moR nibble ab/laifities in Nature. Mean while Ionic-are at; 
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immenfe labour in purfuitof the longed reaches in Matbemticks> 
whilft others draw down the moft pregnant branches of it for the 
moft confiderable of Human Ufes. 

So that fomething is done already, and much more may in time 
be done towards the Explication of the Fbanomentt of Nature by 
the Union of Chymijlry, as it is now become fincere, with Optica! 
and other Mechanical aids, and with all the branches of Mathema- 
ticks, pure and mixed. Hence we have already obtained a more 
rational and clofer Accompt of f >me of thole, which are reputed 
Occult , Qualities, than any of ihcFcripatetick Schools have ye: gi¬ 
ven of thofe which they acknowledge tote moil [enfible and ob¬ 
vious. 

Others in a’! their Travels by Sea and Land make dil'gent Re- 
fearches into the Mjfteriesof ydrts, and for all Rarities and Angu¬ 
larities *, that fo what is worthy to be acquired, or to be imitated, 
and may be attain’d in any depart of the world, may, ( as Arts 
grow, and as knowledge fpreads abroad ) be communicated for 
the benefit of*#* 

And we are not deftitute of Learned Antiquaries^ who read 
much, and ftudy to perfect ChroneUgies, which for fome Ages may 
at good certainty record the great Changes of human affairs, the 
RevoiutionsofKingdoms and Governments; the genius, facu’ties, 
addiftions,and humors ofMen in all ages; the Inundations,Earth¬ 
quakes, Tempefts, Heats, Droughts, Famines, Peftilerces, Epide¬ 
mical Infeftions and unknown Difeafes, Comets, and other more 
ftrange and unufual Phenomena : Whilft others are re-calculating 
the CelefiialMotions, according to rheaccuratenefs of Modern di¬ 
ligence!! Our greateft want at prefent is of fuch Antiquaries, as 
may throughly undertake to re-examine Paacirclus , to confider 
the moft proper Succedanea. and the revival of Ancient Arts. This 
we made bold to recommend in the Preface to our Sixth Vo'tun 
near the end. 

The Ingenuotu Arts do furnifh Employments for the younger 
Dependents of generous Families; as Limmirg, Painting, Scu'p- 
ture, Chalcography, Calligraphy, Architecture, Navigation, the 
Breeding of the Left races of Horfes fora’l fervices, theCicuration 
of Animals ; the Hortulan and all the other nob’efc kinds of Agri¬ 
culture, as Vine-yards, Hop-yards, Mulberry-groves, Saffron, L i¬ 
quorice, Woade, Madder, &c. That fo all our Gentry may be good 
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Examples to theVu'gar, both in vanquishing iazinefs, and luxu¬ 
ry aifo; as of old, Commanders and Conquerors were more fa¬ 
mous for auftere Sobriety, and more confpiouous for folid Vertues, 
than for delicacies of Treatments, and for the fplendor of their. 
Equipage. 

And yet, fince good reafon requires, that all fliould be careful 
to fend in Frovljions for them that are engaged in hardier fervices 
for their Country 5 and fince Hofpitality hath a juft praifie; and it 
being a!fo a chief point of Practical Philcfopby, to fupply Food 
and Rayments, arid other Requefts for all Mankind ; I may here 
take notice, that I have heard it boldly affirmed, that there is not 
a rvholefom Vegetable in the world, if it be not odious to the guft, 
or too ftrongly Medical, whofe roots, or feeds, blofToms or leaves, 
fruit, ftems or pulp, may not, by Decoftions, Infufions, or Ex¬ 
tracts, with a mixture offomeSugar, and feafonable Ferment, yield 
food or liquors, tofuftain, coi roborat, reftore and revive men. 
And ’tis believed, that a Juyce drawn from the /^Sugar-cane, 
doth refemble, and may challenge, or excel, the richeft v\ ine of the 
Grape. 

In this Teftimony, I confefs, my aim is for the benefit of JamaF 
ca, and our other Sugar-Plantations. hath accounted 

fufficientlv for the old Beverages; and our Wejl-lndian Colonies can 
increafe the number of rich Liquors, if rbey pleafe to do it. We 
hear of their Casks of Orenge-winey and we know not yet, what 
their Lemons, or other delicious fruit wi'l.do. We have no news 
yet of the arrival in England of Ligons Queen-Pine, fo much ex- 
roilM by his judicious paiat; or that the Liquor of it is brought 
hither without decay by any Art. And we fhould not defpair of 
our own, fince the Dutch had the wit to make the tops of our Sage 
dry ed pafs in chin* for a far more precious 7hea , than their cofll v 
T'nea is to us ; and our Baume hath the Bees fiuffrage for the beft 
Konv 3 and our English Saffron gives much life to our beft Elixirs. 

For Foods, our late Books of Cookery do fay too much rather than 
too I;tie, and declare fufficientlv,that an ingeniofaguU is not want¬ 
ing amcngftus; and yet none have Paid enough of the extent of nu¬ 
triment in cafes of Neceflityv as in Sieges, and on the Seas in long 
ea rns, or when by ftorms they have loft their Sails, Mafts, Sterns, 
-Fo. Perhaps it may be found, that Sea-plants and the Earth it 
..elf may yieidjWand holms-, as who’efome for nouriffiing, as they 
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do for medicine. All the Seas and River?, and all Lands do offer 
plenty and variety for our Tables ; and may, in time,forour Gar¬ 
ments: The Seas to yield as good and ftrongRayments as Euffe 
orMaylej as the dull Inhabitancsof large Territories in the forth 
bad the wit, long fince, and have to this day, to wear flioes and 
boots of Iijbesskins, fo cleaverly fow'd, that their Seams are not 
eafily to be found, fai th M. Martinier in his New Voyage into the 
Northern Countries: And that the beft fort of men in Nova Zem- 
bla do wear Vdlmentsof rhe feather’d Skins of Penguins , the fea¬ 
thers outwards; and make Boats and Canoes of Fifh-skins and Fifh- 
bones. And we expert better tidings from the New Arts of D't - 
ving, concerning the Treafures of the Seas, fuch perhaps as have 
layn ab origine, and have perpetually inct eafed by fihipw racks and 
tempefts. Excellent Volurns do offer many Artifices for all occafi- 
ons and for all humors} and great Ingeny’s will have the wit, ra* 
ther to chtife to be Mailers and Inventors of a New and Ingenuous 
Artifice, than to ferve our Apprenticefhip for that which is Vul¬ 
gar and proletary ; No Statute or Law prohibits a man to praftife 
an Invention of his own in any Corporation, if it be for common 
Xltrity, and without fraud ; but one may not fet up a known Trade, 
till he hath fervedan Apprenticefhip. But I muft not here, nor 
atn I able, to enumerate all the Branches of Phi’.ofophy which are 
advanc'd for this prefent age,and prepar d for the future. Enough 
is done to quicken honeft Wit, andlnduftry, which is generally 
mo ft of all wanting in tnoftofihem tha’’ complain of Want.. 

J more particular Account of the U[i Eclipfe of the Moon, as it 
vi'as obferved by the Pari fan jljlrcmmers , and promt fed by ns 
in our former Numb.i 11. Englilh’tow/ of the French journal 
Jej Sea van's. 

■y Anuary 11.1675. about five a clock 12 min. in the Evening, in 
| the Royal Obfervatory, M. Caffini, ^{.Picard, and lA.Rcemer^ 
began to perceive, that the Oriental part of the Moon, by little 
and little loft its light ^ fo that at 5 h, 25', they fr>w a tnan.feft 
penumbra then at 5 h. 3 50“. the limb over againft the Spot 

called Hevelius gxew fo dark, that they a’! agreed, that this was the 
true beginning of the Eclipfe. They fawyet the little Spot Rie* 
cioli, which difappeared not till 15'. after; and fo the Shadow ad¬ 
vanced from fpot to fpot unto the other oppofite limb of the 
Moon, according to the order below particulariz’d. 
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